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good soldiers, and to fight them at least 400,000
Russian soldiers would be required. Who would
feed, equip; and pay them ? Would Italy, or
* America, or Erance do so \ If they were unable to
do that, what would be the good of fighting Bol-
shevism ? It could not be crushed by speeches.
He sincerely trusted that they would accept Presi-
dent Wilson's proposal as it now stood,
M. Orlando agreed that the question was a very
difficult one for the reasons that had been fully
given. He agreed that Bolshevism constituted a
grave danger to all Europe. To prevent a con-
tagious epidemic from spreading, the sanitarians
set up a cordon samiaire. If similar measures could
be taken against Bolshevism, in order to prevent
its spreading, it might be overcome, since to isofite
it meant vanquishing it, Italy was now passing
through a period of depression, due to war weariness.
But Bolshevists could never triumph there, unless
they found a favourable medium, such as might be
produced either by a profound patriotic disappoint-
ment in their expectations as to the rewards of the
war, or by an economic crisis. Either might lead
to revolution, which was equivalent to Bolshevism.
Therefore, he would insist that all possible measures
should be taken to set up this cordon. Next, he
suggested the consideration of repressive measures.
He thought two methods were possible : either the
use of physical force or the use of moral force. He
thought Mr. Lloyd George's objection to the use of
physical force unanswerable. The occupation of
Russia meant the employment of troops for an in-
definite period of time. This meant an apparent
prolongation of the war. There remained the use of
moral force. He agreed with M. Clemenceau that
no country could continue in anarchy, and that an
end must eventually come ; but they "could not wait